5111(a)

Students
Admission/Placement
Admission

District schools shall be open to all children five years of age and over who reach age five on or
before the first day of January of that school year. Each such child shall have, and shall be so
advised by the appropriate school authorities, an equal opportunity to participate in the program
and activities of the school system without discrimination on account of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin or sexual orientation. Students who are classified as homeless under federal law,
and therefore do not have a fixed residence, will be admitted pursuant to federal law and policy
5118.1. Exceptions from routine admission may be made by the school Principal on the basis of
supporting evidence from physical and psychological examinations.

The parent or person having control of a child five years of age shall have the option of not
sending the child to school until the child is six or seven years of age.

The parent or person shall exercise such option by personally appearing at the school district
office and signing an option form. The district shall provide the parent or person with
information on the educational opportunities available in the school system.

According to Connecticut General Statute 10-76d (b2), special education will be provided for
children who have attained the age of three and who have been identified as being in need of
special education, and whose educational potential will be irreparably diminished without special
education. If a special education student is being considered for an exception, the Planning and
Placement Team (PPT) will make a recommendation to the administrator in charge of special
education.

Each child entering the district schools for the first time must present a birth certificate or offer
legal evidence of birth data, as well as proof of a recent physical examination and required
immunizations. If the parents or guardians of any children are unable to pay for such
immunizations, the expense of such immunizations shall on the recommendation of the Board,
be paid by the district. Proof of residence may also be requested by the Building Principal.

Any child entering or returning to the district from placement in a juvenile detention school, the
Connecticut Juvenile Training School, or any other residential placement, shall have the
educational records of such child provided to the Superintendent of Schools by the Department
of Children and Families (DCF) and the Judicial Department. Such information will be shared
with the Principal of the school to which the student is assigned. The Principal can disclose them
to the staff who teach or care for the child.



5111(b)

Students
Admission/Placement

The District will immediately enroll any student who transfers from Unified School District No.
1 or Unified School District No. 2. A student transferring from the Unified School Districts who
had previously attended school in the local District shall be enrolled in the school such student
previously attended, provided such school has the appropriate grade level for the student.

The parent or person having control of a child seventeen years of age may consent to such child’s
withdrawal from school. For the school year commencing July 1, 2011, and each school year
thereafter, the parent or person having control of a child seventeen years of age shall exercise this
option by personally appearing at the school district office to sign a withdrawal form. Such
withdrawal form shall include an attestation from a guidance counselor or school administrator
of the school that the district has provided the parent or person with information on the
educational options available in the school system and in the community.

Children who have attained the age of seventeen and who have terminated enrollment in the
district’s schools with parental permission as described previously and subsequently seeks
readmission may be denied readmission for up to ninety school days from the date of such
termination, unless such child seeks readmission to a district school not later than ten days after
such termination. In such case the child will be provided school accommodations not later than
three days after the requested readmission.

Note: When a student is enrolling in a new school district or new state charter school, written
notification of such enrollment shall be provided to the previous school district or charter school
not later than two business days after the student enrolls.

Children who apply for initial admission to the district’s schools by transfer from nonpublic
schools or from schools outside the district will be placed at the grade they would have reached
elsewhere pending observation and evaluation by classroom teachers, guidance personnel, and
the school Principal. After such observations and evaluations have been completed, the Principal
will determine the final grade placement of the children.

Children who have attained the age of nineteen or older may be placed in an alternative school
program or other suitable educational program if they cannot acquire a sufficient number of
credits for graduation by age twenty-one.

(cf. 0521 - Nondiscrimination)

(cf. 5112 - Ages of Attendance)

(cf. 5118.1 - Homeless Students)

(cf. 5141 - Student Health Services)
(cf. 6171 - Special Education)

(cf. 6146 - Graduation Requirements)
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5112(a)

Students

Ages of Attendance

In accordance with Connecticut General Statute 10-186, the Board of Education shall provide
education for all persons five years of age and older, having attained age five on or before the
first day of January of any school year, and under twenty-one years of age who is not a graduate
of a high school or vocational school except as provided in C.G.S. 10-233c¢ and 10-233d.
Additionally, according to Connecticut General Statute 10-76d (b2), special education will be
provided for children who have attained the age of three and who have been identified as being in
need of special education, and whose educational potential will be irreparably diminished
without special education.

Parents and those who have the care of children five years of age and over and under eighteen
years of age, are obligated by Connecticut law to require their children to attend public day
school or its equivalent in the district in which such child resides, unless the parent or person
having control of such child is able to show that the child is elsewhere receiving equivalent
instruction in the studies taught in the public schools. '

The parent or person having control of a child seventeen years of age must consent to such
child’s withdrawal from school. For the school year commencing July 1, 2011 and each school
year thereafter, the parent or person having control of a child seventeen years of age may consent
to such child’s withdrawal from school. The parent or person shall exercise this option by
personally appearing at the school district office to sign a withdrawal form. Such withdrawal
form shall include an attestation from a guidance counselor or school administrator of the school
that this district has provided the parent or person with information on the educational
opportunities options available in the school system and in the community.

The parent or person having control of a child five years of age shall have the option of not
sending the child to school until the child is six or seven years of age.

The parent or person shall exercise such option by personally appearing at the school district
office and signing an option form. The district shall provide the parent or person with
information on the educational opportunities available in the school system.

A child who has attained the age of seventeen and who has terminated enrollment with parental
consent in the district’s schools and subsequently seeks readmission may be denied readmission
for up to ninety school days from the date of such termination. A student who has attained the
age of nineteen at the time of enrollment and who cannot earn sufficient credits to graduate by
age twenty-one may be assigned to an alternative education program such as adult education.

(cf. 5111 - Admission/Placement)
(cf. 5112 - Ages of Attendance)
(cf. 6146 - Graduation Requirements)
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5113(a)

Students

Attendance/Excuses/Dismissal

Attendance

Connecticut state law requires parents to cause their children, ages five through eighteen inclusive,
to attend school regularly during the hours and terms the public school is in session. Parents or
persons having control of a child five years of age have the option of not sending the child to school
until ages six or seven. Mandatory attendance terminates upon graduation or withdrawal with
written parent/guardian consent at age seventeen.

A student is considered to be “in attendance” if present at his/her assigned school, or an activity
sponsored by the school (e.g., field trip), for at least half of the regular school day. A student who is
serving an out-of-school suspension or expulsion should always be considered absent. A student not
meeting the definition of “in attendance” shall be considered absent.

Classroom learning experiences are the basis for public school education. Time lost from class is
lost instructional opportunity. The Board of Education requires that accurate records be kept of the
attendance of each child, and students should not be absent from school without parental
knowledge and consent.

Excuses

Note: The use of the state approved definitions of “excused” and "unexcused’ absences are for
state purposes for the reporting of truancy. Districts are not precluded from using separate
definitions of such absences for their internal uses such as involving decisions on areas such as
promotion and grading.

A student’s absence from school shall be considered “excused” if written documentation of the
reason for such absence has been submitted within ten (10) school days of the student’s return to
school and meets the following criteria:

A. For absences one through nine, a student’s absences from school are considered “excused”
when the student’s parent/guardian approves such absence and submits appropriate
documentation to school officials.

Such documentation includes a signed note from the student’s parent/guardian, a signed
note from a school official that spoke in person with the parent/guardian regarding the
absence, or a note confirming the absence by the school nurse or by a licensed medical
professional, as appropriate. Documentation should explain the nature of and the reason for
the absence as well as the length of the absence. Separate documentation must be submitted
for each incidence of absenteeism.
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5113(b)

Students
Attendance/Excuses/Dismissal
Excuses (continued)

B. For the tenth absence and all absences thereafter, a student’s absences from school are
considered excused for the following reasons:

1. Student illness (must be verified by a licensed medical professional to be deemed
excused, regardless of the length of the absence);

2. Student’s observance of a religious holiday;

Death in the student’s family or other emergency beyond the control of the student’s

family;

4. Mandated court appearances (documentation required);

The lack of transportation that is normally provided by a district other than the one

the student attends (no parental documentation required);

6. Extraordinary educational opportunities pre-approved by District administration and
to be in accordance with Connecticut State Department of Education guidance.

2

R

C. A student’s absence from school shall be considered unexcused unless:

1. The absence meets the definition of an excused absence and meets the
documentation requirements; or

2. The absence meets the definition of a disciplinary absence, which is the result of
school or District disciplinary action and are excluded from these State Board of
Education approved definitions.

When the school in which a child is enrolled receives no notification from a parent or other person
having control of the child is aware of the child’s absence, a reasonable effort shall be made by
school personnel or volunteers under the direction of school personnel to notify by telephone and by
mail such parent or other person having control of the child.

The required mailed notice shall include a warning that two unexcused absences from school in one
month or five unexcused absences in a school year may result in a complaint filed with the Superior
Court alleging the belief that the acts or omissions of the child are such that the child’s family is a
family with service needs.

Responsibility for completion of missed classwork lies with the student, not the teacher. Unless a
student has an extended illness, all make-up work will be complete within five days after the
student returns to school.

Dismissal

No school, grade, or class may be dismissed before the regularly scheduled dismissal time without
the approval of the Superintendent or his/her designee.
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